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FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPERIOR 
 
Dear Friends of the Canons Regular  
of St. John Cantius, 
 
        Last year was both a year of conclusion 
and a year of preparation.  The 10th anniver-
sary of the founding of the community oc-
curred and a new era of preparing for the future 
began.  Cardinal George, our founding bishop, 
arranged for a Canonical Visitation.  A visita-
tion such as this involves an examination by 
individuals of the rule, living conditions, for-
mation program, prayer life, and the structures 
of the community.  The visitation was a grace- 
filled time and while many positive and good 
things were mentioned there were also a num-
ber of areas discussed that now need clarifica-
tion, implementation and adaptation.  In the 
history of every community, a visitation is like a 
shot in the arm, for it renews the original spirit 
and defines even more clearly the thrust [char-
ism] of a community.  
        Using the vehicle of the Via Sacra we will 
once again present to our patrons news about 
the community in the life of the Church.  We 
found that while placing the Via Sacra on our 
website was good and we will continue to do 
so, many individuals wish to receive a printed 
copy of the Via Sacra in order to review it and 
share it with family and friends. 
        It is my hope that you enjoy the newslet-
ter.  I wish to express many thanks to all our 
patrons and sponsors.  May our heavenly pa-
tron, St. John Cantius, extend his blessing to 
you, your families and friends. 
 
Fr. C. Frank Phillips, C.R. 
 

FFOORR  TTHHEE  GGRREEAATTEERR  GGLLOORRYY  OOFF  GGOODD!!   

              e are proud to announce  the ordina-
tion of Scott Thelander to the transitional 
Diaconate, which took place in May 2011. 
Deacon Scott was ordained by His Excellency, 
the Most Reverend Joseph Perry, Auxiliary 
Bishop of Chicago. He has been with the 
community since 2006 and professed his final 
vows earlier this year. Deacon Scott has a 
Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology and worked with 
patients with severe and persistent mental ill-
ness. His home parish was St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church in Costa Mesa, California. 
He is currently finishing his seminary studies 
at Holy Apostles Seminary in Cromwell, Ct., 
in preparation for the priesthood. 
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