Vorume VII, Numser 1

. Via Sacra

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE SOCIETY OF ST. JoHN CANTIUS

Avcust 15, 2005

COORDINATING COUNCIL

Rev. C. Frank Phillips, C.R.
Fr. Director

Rev. Burns Seeley, S.S.].C.
Fr. Assistant Director

Rev. Albert Tremari, S.S.J.C.
Bursar

Rev. James Isaacson, S.S.].C.
Member

BOARD OF
SPIRITUAL DIRECTORS
AND ADVISORS

Rev. Regis Barwig, O.S.B.
Rev. Benedict Groeschel, C.F.R.

Rev. John Hardon, S.].
(deceased)

Dr. James Hitchcock
Bishop Basil Meeking
Rev. Thomas Nelson, O.Praem.
Bishop Joseph Perry

Msgr. Richard Schuler

Msgr. James Turro

Telephone: 312-243-7373

Fax: 312-243-4545

FROM THE SUPERIOR’S DESK

Dear Friends and Benefactors,

As I write to you,
eight long months have
already passed since our
last issue of Via Sacra
and many of you prob-
ably wondered why you
didn’t receive the usual
Spring/Holy Week issue.
We know that many of
you look forward to the
photos and articles, so
that you can keep up
with everything that is
happening in the Society
of St. John Cantius. To
be honest—there have
been so many things hap-
pening in the life of the
Society since January
that sometimes we were
barely able to keep up
with everything.

Easter came excep-
tionally early this year
and seemed to catch us
all off guard. Barely had
Lent begun when we
found ourselves stand-
ing in front of Holy
Week, which is the most
intense week of the year
for us. The Easter vigil
brought us the joy of the
Risen Lord but the next
day we were already
plunged into prepara-
tions for a two-day
wake and funeral of a
prominent parishioner,

with thousands of mourn-
ers from the United States
and abroad.

On the heels of this

sad occasion, we were
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The cover to the souvenir booklet for Our Lady of the

August 5, 2005
Our Lady of the Snows

then thrown into mourn-
ing once again with the
death of our beloved

Pontiff, John Paul II.
This was changed into
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New Millennium at St. Anne’s Chapel was designed by the
Society’s own graphic designer, Br. Joshua Caswell.



the anxious anticipation
of the papal conclave
and finally into jubila-
tion with the election of
Benedict XVI. We expe-
rienced those weeks with
a great intensity. How
many times in one’s life-
time does one have the
opportunity to experi-
ence the death and fu-
neral of one of the great
popes of all history, fol-
lowed by the election of
his successor?

But this wasn’t the end
of it. At the beginning of
May we anticipated the
return of our seminarians
from Connecticut and the
ordination of Deacon
Brendan Gibson later that
month. And interwoven
with this was extensive
planning and preparation
for an exciting, but ex-
hausting, two-week series

Members of the Society have to get away once in awhile for a little recreation. So in January,
they took a day off to visit parishioners, who live in northwest Indiana and headed out to
the Indiana Dunes State Park for a good healthy hike. Here they take a break to pose on

the snow-covered beach of Lake Michigan. (PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVID TUTWILER)

of events at our St. Anne’s
Chapel in Lawton, Michi-
gan connected with the
arrival of the 33-foot
statue of Our Lady of the
New Millennium.

So, as you can see,
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God has kept us very
busy the last several
months. Now, in this ex-
panded edition of the Via
Sacra, 1 would like to
update you in more de-
tail about all that has
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On the morning of January 24, 2005, Fr. Jim Isaacson said Mass in the chapel of the Dominican House of Studies near the
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. for the group from St. Jobn Cantius Parish, who were getting ready
to take part in the March for Life. Front row (left to right): Eileen Dziak, Anne Dziak, Ashley Michalowski.

Middle row: Br. Chad McCoy, Sean Dempsey, Trevor Karas, Sarab Michalowski, Kathryn Michalowski, Br. Joshua Caswell,
Fr. Jim Isaacson, Br. Brian Schafer. Back row: Anselm Karas, Aaron Pfauth, Charlie Geters.

happened since January
and share with you some
of the many interesting
photos from these activi-
ties and events.

Rev. C. Frank Phillips, C.R.
Founder-Superior




DECEMBER 2004

Shortly  after last
Christmas, when all of
our brothers were back
home from Holy Apostle
Seminary, Cardinal George
joined us for an evening
of dinner and conversa-
tion. This year’s meeting
with him was especially
exciting because he out-
lined his perspective of
the Society’s ministry at
St. John’s, as well as the
Society’s future at St.
Peter’s Parish in Volo, Illi-
nois. We all realize that
many challenges face the
Society as we continue to
grow, but all the men are
eager to work in the vine-
yard of the Lord.

JANUARY 2005
During January,
Brother Scott Haynes di-
rected the music for a
Mass, which he recently
composed. I myself gave
a presentation to the

Trevor Karas (center) and other young parishioners from St. Jobn Cantius Parish in Chicago
joined members of the Society of St. Jobn Cantius in this year’s March for Life in

Catholic Citizens of Illi-
nois on the formation of
the Society of St. John
Cantius in the context of
the parochial life. Por-
tions of my presentation
were later published in
the archdiocesan news-
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Washington, D.C. on January 24, 2005.

paper, The New World.

Later in the month,
Father Jim Isaacson or-
ganized a trip to Wash-
ington, D.C. to take part
in the annual March for
Life. Brothers Chad,
Joshua and Brian, as well

Taking part in this year’s March for Life in Washington, DC January 24, 2005, were
(left to right) Deacon Brendan Gibson, Fr. Jim Isaacson, Br. Alexander Schimpf,
Br. Brian Schafer, Br. Joshua Caswell, Br. Anthony Rice.
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as a number of young
adults from the parish,
accompanied him on
that trip. While in Wash-
ington, they met our
Brothers from the Semi-
nary, who had driven
down to Washington
from Connecticut for the
March. As I understand
it, our vyoung adults
brought a great enthusi-
asm to the March.

A while back, Cardinal
George appointed me as
chaplain to the Patrons
of the Vatican Museums,
which is a wonderful or-
ganization that raises
monies to assist the
Vatican in restoring
works of art. At the end
of January, I was able to
host a small reception at
St. John’s for the group
in order to familiarize
them with our beautiful
church and some of our
collections of sacred art.



On the way back from this year’s March for Life in Washington, DC the participants from St. John
Cantius Parish stopped at St. Anthony’s Relic Chapel in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where Fr. Jim Isaacson
said Mass for the group. Sitting (left to right): Fr. Jim Isaacson, Trevor Karas, Anne Dziak, Sean
Dempsey, Br. Chad McCoy; standing: Aaron Pfauth, Anselm Karas, Charlie Geters, Sarah Michalowski,
Eileen Dziak, Kathryn Michalowski, Ashley Michalowski, Br. Joshua Caswell, Br. Brian Schafer.

While they were here, I
sent them on a “Treasure
Hunt” of various works
of art in the church,
which they had to “dis-
cover” and learn more
about.

MARCH 2005

In March, an opportu-
nity arose to travel to
Rome along with Fr. Jim,
Br. Robert and Br
Joshua. During our stay
there, we met with Car-
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Is this Batman and bis sidekick Boy Robin? No, it’s Br. Alexander Schimpf and Deacon Brendan Gibson

dinal Arinze and pre-
sented to him the music
for two Masses, which
Br. Scott Haynes had
composed. During our
conversation, the Cardi-
nal told us about the

running to catch up with the others in this year’s March for Life in Washington, DC January 24, 20035.

work his office does and
the many challenges,
which face them every
day. As a parting gift, he
presented us with a
book, which he had just
written on Divine Provi-
dence, and then he gave
us his blessing.

Fr. Isaacson and I also
were fortunate to briefly
meet with Monsignor
Charles Mangan from
the Congregation of the
Clergy, who 1is well
known to members of
the Institute on Religious
Life. All four of us were
also able to meet with
the Rector of St. Mary
Major Basilica, Monsi-
gnor Jagosz. David
Carrollo, a good friend
of the Society, who was
with us, acted as transla-
tor. During our visit,
Monsignor Jagosz gave
us a private viewing of
the Basilica’s crypt mu-
seum.

While in Rome one
can always be assured of
the opportunity to visit
many churches. While
we were there, we were
able to visit almost 90
churches and chapels.
And in light of the fact
that our stay in Rome
took place during Lent, a
majority of them were
the Lenten Stational

Churches.

For nearly 6 years, we
were fortunate to have
Father James Downey,
O.S.B., former director
of the Institute on Reli-
gious Life, as a resident
in our rectory. During
this time he assisted in
teaching the Novices,



hearing confessions and
offering a daily Triden-
tine Mass in our church.
But due to age and de-
clining health, he de-
cided to return to his
monastery in Kansas. On
Laetare Sunday, before
he left us, we presented
Father Downey with the
Golden Rose for his
many years of service in
the life of the Church.
We bid farewell to a man
of great faith and one
who supported both the
work in our parish, as
well as the men of the
Society.

On the Feast of St. Jo-
seph, March 19, we were
very pleased to have Fa-
ther Michael Alcantara, a
priest of the Archdiocese
of Chicago, celebrate his
40th Anniversary of Or-
dination at St. John’s. Fa-
ther Mike is one of the
Society’s supporters and
views us as his adopted
religious family.

Finally, as we ap-
proached the final days
of Lent, everyone real-
ized the extent of the
work, which had now
come upon us. In order
to make the ceremonies
of Holy Week perfect,
much time needed to be
spent in preparation of
the Sacred Music, vest-
ing of the altars, set-up
and takedown of decora-
tions as each day of the
Holy Week progressed. It
was a blessing to have
three of our seminarians
home for the Triduum.
Our fourth seminarian,
Brother Anthony Rice,
requested to visit his
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Edward Moskal, requested a Tridentine Solemn High Mass at St. Jobn Cantius Church
where be was a life-long parishioner. Fr. Dennis Kolinski (left to right) assisted in the role of deacon,
Fr. Frank Phillips, C.R. was the celebrant, Fr. Regis Barwig, O.S.B. delivered the sermon
and Fr. Jim Isaacson assisted in the role of Subdeacon. (proTo COURTESY OF ANDRZEJ BARANIAK)

family in order to take
care of some personal
family matters.

Each day of Holy
Week was laden with
grace. The Office of
Tenebrae on Wednesday

has always been one of
the popular days of Holy
Week at St. John’s. We
were blest with good
weather, so nearly 600
individuals attended.

The splendor of Holy

Thursday night with the
Eucharistic Procession to
the Repository always
fills people with emotion
as they then “watch and
wait” with Our Blessed
Lord in the Garden of

Parishioners Dorothy and David Carollo look over some of the paintings at the opening night of the

Second Annual St. Jobn Cantius Art Show on April 8, 2005.
S

(PHOTO COURTESY OF BR. JOSHUA CASWELL)










































































